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Presented by Dr. Bassam Kaddissi
The Chairman of the Jury of
the AHF Gold Initiative Certificate &
Executive Council Member of the Arab Hospitals Federation

Your Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Greetings from the Arab Hospitals Federation,

The chairman of the jury for the AHF gold Initiative certificate is pleased to put in your
hands the recommendations of the Healthcare sustainability paper launched by the
Federation simultaneously with The 2022 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP27)
held in Sharm El-Sheikh from 6 to 18 November 2022, which set its goals and recommendations
to serve the Arab Healthcare sector, hoping that it will meet your expectations and
receive your appreciation and support.

Background

This week, The 2022 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP27) started its discussions
and negotiations in Sharm EI-Sheikh - Egypt to save the planet and all life on it from the
catastrophic consequences of climate change.

This important Conference must find ways to address the climate crisis in a realistic and
comprehensive manner in order to fulfill the terms of the 2015 Paris Agreement against a
turbulent global background shaped by many geopolitical & economical crises.
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Countries will assess progress towards the agreed goal of limiting global warming to 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels. Achieving the goals has enormous benefits for human health
as climate action must be placed in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which must be achieved without delay by 2030 as agreed by world leaders at a
special United Nations conference in September 2015.

Unfortunately, the crisis has only gotten worse since than according to the latest report
from the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the world continues to
deviate by an alarming degree from its emissions reduction targets, instead of a 45 percent
drop by 2030, the emissions will increase about 14 percent.

Climate change is a growing health threat around the world contributing in many problems
and the healthcare industry is part of the problem as researches show that Health sector
contributes to the global climate crisis and the Hospitals and all Healthcare services must
play a dynamic role in leading Healthcare towards sustainability.

Globally, air pollution causes seven million preventable deaths each year, and high heat
causes another five million. In addition to responding to the effects of the climate
catastrophe, health systems are also accountable for gigatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent,
or 4-5% of all worldwide net emissions and Hospitals and pharmaceutical companies are
the largest drivers of emissions, in addition to the impact of medical waste, unsustainable
materials and anesthetics used in surgery, which are greenhouse gases.

When | was Nominated as the chairman of the Jury of the Gold Initiative certificate of:
“The Arab Healthcare Climate Change Challenge Champion” launched by the Arab Hospitals
Federation, my aim was through this ambitious initiative to drive hospitals’ role in creating
incentives for change, fostering healthy communities, enhancing environmental impact,
supporting the economy and promoting innovative models of care, as well in spreading &
implementing the Strategy of the “ new vision for Healthcare facility design” launched by
AHF following Covid — 19 pandemic that promotes green, smart, safe, and Resilient Hospitals...

Climate change, health, and health equity are inextricably linked, and | was inspired by
the thoughtful contributions from leaders in the world who understand the importance of
addressing these issues together. The design of eco-friendly, energy-efficient, and green
construction projects is gaining care especially in the hospitals field. The "Green Hospital"
concept leads the healthcare facilities to redefine how these facilities are built to protect
the environment while saving human lives.
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In the Arab Hospitals Federation, we believe that joining efforts with the Arab ministries
of Health, Healthcare bodies & organizations and the various stakeholders is essential to
face this new challenge, as well to commit and encourage Healthcare leaders in driving
this transformation will let us reach the goal to confront this crisis and spare the patients,
hospitals, health systems and community from its consequences.

This is exactly what we learned from Covid -19 pandemic that has had a profound impact
on humanity and the world economy in 2020, and it has taught us that it is possible for
the world to come together for an important cause.

From our side, and after what we went through during Covid-19 pandemic and witnessed
the challenges of healthcare facilities in facing the crisis in all aspects especially the flexibility
of hospital design to accommodate patients infected and non-infected in addition to
many other problems, the AHF launched in 2022 the strategy of the “new vision for
Healthcare facilities design” that aims to play an important role in setting a new approach
for building design & construction in which it addresses the impact of the climate crisis on
the health sector in order to reach the Sustainable Development Goals 3, 7 and 13.

As well it launched the Gold Initiative in its new edition under the theme of the Arab
Healthcare Climate Change Challenge Champion in which we received a huge numbers of
submissions from the Arab Healthcare Institutions that showed us through their papers
and projects a good model and excellent example for Healthcare sustainability in our Arab
Countries.

Therefore, and in the occasion of the COP 27 conference that is held in Egypt this year and
COP 28 conference to be held next year in Abu Dhabi, we are all committed to contribute
to save our planet and to encourage our Healthcare facilities to confront the challenge
and to spread the Awareness and the culture of Healthcare sustainability in Arab world.

Recommendations

In line with all the efforts deployed today at COP27, and on based on all the points mentioned
in the strategy of the new vision for the healthcare facilities design and through the gold
initiative certificate, we submit here below to your Excellency through this paper, the
most important recommendations presented to the Arab Healthcare sector on which we
will work hardly with all stakeholders to implement:

¢ Encouraging dialogue with all stakeholders to adopt an environmental sustainability policy
for health systems.
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e Creating unique, comprehensive and reliable Healthcare Sustainability framework for
Healthcare Institutions and Health sector that will promote sustainability, effectiveness of
care, accountability, and encourage the Healthcare facilities to protect the environment
while saving human lives.

¢ Assessing the Arab Healthcare Institutions in Public & Private sector by our experts according
to the Healthcare Sustainability framework to have a future green Health.

¢ Increasing the awareness campaign on Healthcare sustainability.

e Committing leaders and developing their leadership skills to respond effectively to climate
change.

¢ Engaging the health workforce as an advocate of sustainability.

¢ Boosting innovation and encouraging investments in healthcare sustainability by building
green hospitals, Managing Healthcare & Pharma waste, Reducing Water Consumption, using
alternative sources of energy and others ...

e Leading the efforts in the development of Energy Efficiency & Renewable energy to help
Healthcare Institutions to implement it.

¢ Reducing stress on patients, staff & visitors by using Natural lights and the green areas
around hospitals which have a therapeutic impact through the architectural and landscape
design.

* Promote sustainable procurement through an efficient supply chain.

¢ Initiating cooperation and partnerships between the various stakeholders to face this challenge.
¢ Bring world class solutions and ideas to the Healthcare Sector to move towards green hospital.

We will work hard with your Excellency on all these topics, to implement them and follow
them, and we are confident that the above mentioned issues will undoubtedly be raised
in the context of the wide program of the Sharm el-Sheikh COP27 that Egypt planned, in
which the healthcare officials present in COP 27 will have the greatest impact especially
that the Director General of the World Health Organization Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
expressed the need to urge leaders and policy makers together to put health at the center
of negotiations and to fulfill their pledges. Egypt has worked closely with the five economic
regions of the United Nations, Climate Pioneers and specialized financial and advisory
institutions to prepare lists of projects that deserve investment and financing and of
course the health care sector was one of the main priorities.
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